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SERMON OE: 


LVKE. 16.,11,12, | 

If then you haue not beef: faithfull in the wicked | 
{ | riches, who will truſt you mm the true treaſure ? | 
And if you haue nor been faichtull in another mang **? 
goods,who ſhall giue you that whichis yours ? 
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,-— +», L'vst 16.12. 1: 3: 
i: I« eAndhþe ſaid alſo vnto his Diſe 
iples : there was a certaine rich man 
which had a Stewardandhewas accuſed 
vnto him,thas bewaited his goods. _ 
2. Aud he-calledhim and ſaid vrto 
him, how t it that 1 heare thus of thee? 
Ging an account of thy Stewardſhip, for 
thou maiit be no longer Steward. 


SAT 2 Ver bleſſed Sauiour 4n this 
( ka) } place rchearſcth a Parable 
WYEZ4 of a rich man and; bisific- 
ward,that, before he was to leauc his 
office, prouided for himfelfe whereof 
to live afreriyard, By the exaqiplc of 
whoſe wiſdome he teacheth: al men, 
that are ſtewards to the: moſt rich 
God all the time of their abiding in 
this world, beforc they lcave thicir 
office,and deliuer-yp theig agcoupt, 
Az3 re 


lowing, that they may then haue 

whereof to line in another world; 
'The_parable 'reacheth ynpto*the 

cight verſe, and from'thence vynto 


the fourteenth penned ac aan 


tion of the parablc in the dottrine, 
chat from he parabls"our*Sauiour 
Chriſtdeligereth,” 17 99m: 5h 7 

In'the parable occupying ſcauen 
verſes,weare to conſider the perſons 


- whereof report is made; and the re- 


port:thatis made of them the per- 
ſons arenamed tobearich man and 


bis ſteward; inche beginning of the 


firſt yerſe, The report made of them 
reacheth tothe cndof rhe ſeaucnth 
verſe: 3 
The report hath in ttwothings : 
the daunger of the ſteward, and the 
remedie which he deuiſed aforehand 
to helpe- afterwarde, The ſtewards 
daunger is in'the' two verſes of my 
text, The' remcdic that he deuiſed 18 
in the next five. I 
Theewo verſes that report the ſte- 
wardsdaunger, report —_—_ 
| n 
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F Gomef his-dabger. The oceaſiod of 


his daunger was his waſtfalnes.” The 
daunger occafioned by his Wwaſtfal- 
nes/is. fet'ddwne- in diucti* degrees 
thereof. The firſt' degree was; thar he 
was accuſed to-/his maſter to bee a 
waſter1othe het verſe. Aſccond de- 
gree of his danger wasthis, that hee 
was called 't6 prue account.' Athird 
andlaſt;chathe muſt be put from his 
othce, Theſe two laſt degrees are in 
the ſecond verſe, 

And he ſaid alſo vnto his diſciples: 
there was 4 certaine rich man which 
bad a ſteward, In theſe words the per- 
ſons arenamed, of whom the report 
is madein this- parable : the one for 
his wealth is called arich man (there 
Was a certaine rich man) the other by 
his office 18-called a ſteward (which 
had a ſteward ) And here wee areto 
conſider whom our Sauiour would 
haue ys to vnderſtand by this rich 
man and his ſteward, that wee may 
profic our {clues by the parable. 

By the'rich man wee ate to-ynder- 
ſand almightie God, to whom the 
A 4 title 


earth arc his,and all that js in them; 
Concerning-the -heauens, who 
ſhall coptend againſt'him'? Among 
men,the wicked bauenginheritance 
there, no claime they can:make; no 
title hage they-yotours;ÞÞ tt rs 
The-godly haue,but ituenfthe gift 
of God, And they doe not fecketheas 
uen, as men, deſiring to turtic Gad 
out of the poſſeſsion thatithey may 
hold it to. rchemſelues-; 25 the yobe- 
lecuing.Gentiles fabuloully. repors 
ted of the giants that made warre a- 
gainft cheir gods, & ſpught to thruſt 
Ingiter out of heauen.. By which fic- 
tion they noted the pride +bf men; 
that ſpoyle God. of, his:honour to 
deckethemſelues withalL The Saints 
doe not fo claime- heayen , as thoſe 
that would turne God; out of hea- 
uen, to' hold i-chemfclucs 2bucthey. 
deſire heayen, 1n hope thore'to dwell 
with God,:be being King and: they 
citizens of; that place. /Concerr 
heauen therefore nonewill conte 
| _-* againſt 
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againſt the Lord, but chat iris his. He 

made-it of nothing, and hath plam 
ted there his habitation and thirone, 
though the heauen of heauens can- 
not.containe him. The Prophetfaith, 
Plal.115.16.7he heanens,cuen the hea- pſy; 115 16 
mens are the Lords. 

But concerning the carth,men be. 
ing in poſlcſsion 'of it, will perhaps 
. contend againſt God,and ſay,that ir 
' 1s theirs. Ando indeedeit 1s, butof 
the gift of God:as in the ſame Plalme 
and verſc it followcth : But hee hath pſul.1x5.16 
ginen the earth to the ſonnes of men. 
Which, having granted comentora | 
time, he holderththe right of 1m4n his 
owne power for cuer,taking 1t at his 
pleaſure from them to whom hee had 
giuen 1t,and conſtituting new Lords 
ofit. As he teacheth vs1n Iere.27.5. ,, _ 
ſaying: / hawe made the earththeman © 
and the beaſt that are pon the ground 
by my great power, and by my ontſiret= 
ched arme,and hage ginen it towhom it 
pleaſeth me. But now | haxe ginen all 
theſe landcintothe hands of Nebuchad- 
nezaAr the King of Babel my ſeruant, 
Bur 
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Bae were it ſo that men helde-thse } 


earth in abſolute right, ſo that they 
could not be remoned from it, 'and 
God had no right ar all in it: yer 
ſhould they bee beggars, compared 
with God, thats Lord of heauen, 
and hec onely worthie. the name of 
rich. But now the carth alſo is the 


Lords,and all that is1n it,and al thas 
dwell ypon it: ſo that rich men as, 
mong vs arc part ofthe Lords poſleF. * 


fioty : and the riches of the rich a- 
mong vs arc his poſſeſsion. As it/is 
written in Pſal:24.1. The earth & the 
Lords,and all that therein is, the world, 
and they that dwell therein. Mt, 

This I could not paſſe ouer ynob- 
ſcrued, for your ſakes, that are pin« 
ched daily with many wants.' One 
wanteth foode, another cloathes :'a 
third watcth a ſerled dwelling place: 
afourth peace n his place: a fife hath 
outwarde things, but hee wanteth 
health and ſtrength.” Another hath 
the gifts of the bodice , bur his drie 
ſoule.is thirſtie, his ſtarued-ſoule-is 
hungric,he wanteth the — 
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direQ@him in'proſperitte and adaers 
fitie: he wantech Ach and the con 
fortof Gods fpirit, and 1snot ableto 
keep peace,and to quiet the troubles 
of his conſcience : hee wanteth'rhe 
= and help of Gods ſpirit,to fab- 

ueand keepe vnder the luſts of his 


fleſh; And may bee thoſe things 


which men haue not they know not 
where to hauc:and being themſelues 
beggars, they know not where'the 
rich man dwelleth;thart is able to m1- 
niſter to their wants. 

This rich man, moſt rich, I ſhew 
you this day: aske of him and you 
ſhall receiue, ſeeke at his hands and 
you ſhall finde, knocke at his doore 
and it ſhall be opened ynto you. 

If foode bee wanting : hee giueth 
foode to all fleſh, becauſe his mercie 
indureth for euer.If cloathes be wan- 
ting : he made thefirſt garments for 
our firft parents, and cloatheththe 

raſſe of the field, If health : he 1s the 
hifition that killeth and maketh a- 
line, that woundeth and makerth 
whole, 


(ſaith che Apoſtle) who giueth. to 
menliberally & reprocheth no-man; 
Iffaith; itis norof our ſelues,it isthe 
gift of God. Whatſoeuer thou wan- 
teſt, bodily or ſpirituall,tranſicoric or 
eternall,carthly or heaucaly.; aske it 
of God, for eucry good giuing and 
euery perfeR gift 1s from aboue,from 
the father of lights, Hee is moſt rich 
and wee moſt poore : and f our eyes 
loouke yp vnto him, hee will open his 
hand, and'fill ys with his bleſsings, 
Thus much of this rich man. - -/--; 
Which had a ſteward. It was an viu- 
all ching from the beginning, for 
Princes, greatmen and rich mcn to 
hauc ſtewards, that did ouerſee their 
houſcholds, 
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goods: not that they themſehies'tr 
the meanc while would be idle nor 
giuing abſolute power to their'ſte- 
"wards, to diſpole of their goods at 
heir pleaſure: bur thar, being eaſed 
"_— ſtewards in the orderingof 
theirhouſchold affaires, they might 
the'beerer attend ypon publike eaq- 
vſes'; and require account of- their 

Read, at their pkeaſure, | 
So had Abrabamhisſteward;Elea- 
zer of Dainaſcus, of whoty'hewis a- 
fraid, leaſt he ſhould be his heire; be- 
caule he wavthen childlefſe. And Po- 
tiphay, bauing' bought /oſeph of the 
Mddranites, & finding tharithe-Lord 
was with hin,'ahd'male all that hee 
ditry proſper, he'made-himruter of 
his houſe, and putal that he had into 
his hand,to making him his Reward. 
And in the parable imrheGofpel;rhe 
Lord'ofche vineyard,when the eucn« 
tgwas come; called his Reward;and 
contnanded him to' reckon with the 
labourers, and'to begin with thelaft, 
And ynto this-'day, Princes, Nobles 
V men, 
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andlike officers, whole ſcruing they 
vie ngouetrning heir private eſtate. 
.o7Apd' cuen. ſo. almightic God, the 
woh, man, jn our text, a King ohghe 
greatolt, dignitie,an houſcholdet. bf 


thegrearcit fapuly,hath his ſtewards 
and 4 >E 


an rs, whoſe {cruice he'vſeth, 
nod for neede of their helpe, butfor 
erjall of their, fidehtic-: himfelfe i 
the meane-tuhg-moſktprudently 
ucraibg:; bifwhole kingdome, and 
molt watchfullyobſcruing the beha- 
gibur ofhis ſtewards,” !-- 4! 11s 3 
., Now who'this fieward is wee may 
ealilic-lcarne 'by-gngther. parable, 


Lukag.r 2+A cextaiine noble man went 


into farrecountreydereceine for hints 
ſelfeskingdome, and ſo to come 4 
And betalkd his ten ſernants, and deli- 
wered them tenue peeces of money; and 
ſaiawmo them acenpie till [ come. Ene- 
NY pe and OMe _ of be g791-<3 | 
Jatiyrecetued any gift of God,pis thi 
ſteward pond CTR his maſters 
goods, hat haſt-thou (ſaith the,Au 
poltle) that rhou haſt not mn - 
f1 3:7 w 
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thing. ef his 
owne,and wharlocuer he hath is the 
goods of his maſtcr,and he a ſteward 
ro account forthe ſame. 

Such a one 1s the Magiſtrate in the 
Common-wealth, Such a one1s the 
Miniſter inthe Church.Greatthings 
are.commitred totheir charge. Such 
a one is the learned man that know- 
th much. The wife man that yader- 
Randeth, the reaſons and. cauſes. of 
things. Such a one is the politique 
Capraine, the valiant ſouldier, the 
klfull artificer, the father ofthe fa- 
milic, many gregt & precious things 
are committed to the diſpoſing of 
theſe men. | 
Yea, ſych.a one is cuery: man and 
cluld of map,though he be nox called 
toany publike charge, nor berruſted 
with thoſe things thatare cſtcemed 
great in the world, Yet notwithſtan- 
ding many, talents of his maſters 
£00gs are committed ynto him, and 
he is made a ſteward of great truſt, 
Pe hath recciued of God hisſoule, 
liung, 


: of vaExr #\ 
ie ah, wy rl wn]! rule kiths- 
dic,ſtrong,comely,; and healchbfull, a 
houſe for his ſoufe, and a cemple'for 
the holy Ghoſt to dwell in:the coun- 
tendhce whereof is Tifred vp ro hea- 
uen, to behold the place of bisreſt, 
whichhee ſhould aſpirevnto,and t 
contemplate and thinke vpon 


may mb dwellcth there; ravin 


m 
rable vies3rhecarrto heare, the eye 
toleethe br to ſpeak, therhrore 
to he re feeteto walk, and rhie 


bers ſcruing to honou- 


haflate,! any other 
bay and organes, both inwatd 
and outward,of more excellent price 
then Althettcaſures of the carth,Al- 
fo he hath received of God his pre- 
cous time, a treaſuremuch tobeae 
counged of, his h66rts, his dates, his 
monerhs his yeeres, inWwhit 
excellent workes may bee” brought 
fobrrh\, honourable to* Gods name, 
ptofirable to our brethren, and-pÞ: 


gen benefir to our ſclues, Theſe ta» 
lents 
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is betrutted with, and thereby he'ts 
madeohe of the ſtewards of Gad!: 
Thereforewe are al ſtewards,thar 
muſt orie'day giue accovtitsto God 
for greatthings. And what isreeqai- 
red of Stewards, but 'thar rhey bee 
faithfull > The Apoſtle fairh;x.Coti4 
erl.1,2. Let amanſo thinks of v5.as 
F* theoninift ers bf Chriſt, and 4rfþ ofers 
of the ſecrets of ' God. eAnd as for the 
reſt, it 1s required of the diſpoſers, that 
enery man be fonnd faithfull.Whatfoe- 
ter hee is, to whoſe diſpoſition God 
hath committed'any thing, the ſame 
is bound in dutic, ro be faithfull to 
him thathach trufted him. Gtueme 
leaue therefore to put you inminde 
of this your dutic.” You are ſtewards 
ro God,be fairlifull co God. 
- Artthoucalledto 2publike office?» 
God in his word teacheth thee how 
thou ſhouldeſt carrie thy felfe inthy 
office. Follow'thy maſters rule and 
be faithfull. If thou be a Iadge,iudge 
wultly betweene a man and his bro- 
B ther, 


ordgpreach the word 1aſeaſon and / 
ous of :{caſon. Art thou. a: father? 
bring ypthy children inghe-feare of 
God mildly. Artthoua maſter? doe 
ynto thy ſeruanc that which is wit, 
Whatſacuer thy place js, carric thy 
ſelfe bolily.Thou art a ſteward,ther- 
fore be faithfull. It cl 
Haftthouthe goods of the world « 


haſt thou the graces of Gods ſpirir 
haſt thou honour , power, riches, 
bealeb and Rtrength? haſt chou wiſe» | 
dom,counſcl, knowledge, vtterance, ! | 
and the like The word doth teach * -& 
thee, that is, God thy maſter doth 
commaund thee how to vſe theſe 
things. Doc {o faithfulty, for thou are 
his Reward. 
Ifchou haue nothing cls, yer thou 
haſt an 1immorrtall bake wich the fa- 
geulries thercof. Thau haſt an humane 
bodice with the members therof: and 
thou haſt as much time as any other, 
for the day is as long ynto thee, and 
the yeere alſo,as vato the greateſt » 1 
and richeſt in the world. God in his 
word 


word hath a i vo how eo vie 


Is techangly our time,thac wee 
walke circum; Aly noe a6 fookes, pſ1 
bue as wile, 4A the'time be» 


caafe'the daics are euill, And thac 
henceforth we live, as muck time as r.Pe:.4.4, 
remaineth in-che ficſh, noc-aftertho 
laſts.of men, bur afrer the will of 
God. For iis ſufhciene for-vs char 
wee haue ſpent the time paſt of the 
Pte after the luſts of the Genriles, 
walking 1n:wantonnes, laſts;gcun- 
, kennes, in gluctonie, drinkings,and 
g* in abominable Idolatrics, 'Concer- 
'%  ningourbodiesand ſoules, thac for 
as much as'our bodies are the rem 1.Cor. 6.20, 
ples 'of the holie Ghoſt, 'which is 1n 
vs, whom wee haue of God, and wee 
are not our owne, bur are bought 
witha price, therefore weemult glo- 
rihke Godin vur bodies and 1n our 
ſpwis,for chey are Gods, Thus Gh 
commandeth how to victhings, 
they. are an. 7s and wee archis % 
ſtewards,a wards oughtto bee * | 
p 4 faithfitll;thereforeler vsbe faithfull, 
Thus much of chis (teward. . 
þ - B 2 Thus 
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-; -Thuwhave wwe confideredthepars 
vics 'of: yuhome-:the 15: heere 


»” made? Naw let vs comeroconfider 


ofthe report tharis made.of them. 

;Therefortreaching yntothe eight 
yerſe;bath.in it ewo things :the tos 
wards danger: andtheremediethar 
he Jepifed aforchand rohelpeafrer. 
ward: HisJangeris contained 1rnmy 


deale at - re, ++ | 
: To6gecher with bis daunger is nov 
tedcheoctafion rhidemgs winch 
came of himſelfe : for God -1s'good 
vatoall,and-man cucr:giueth. the 
occaſion ofhis owne hurts + i; 55 
'r The occaſion of his daunger'wasg 
this. Hee waſted his maſters goods: 
The danger, that grew voco-him by 
octaſion: of. his .waftfulpefle;, :1s ſer 
downe in.certaine degrees. thereof: 
ce firſt degree was,thathee was ac» 
din thefrit verſo;Aiſecond, that” 


text ahd-thorewnt _ we haue to x 


, "bee was: called-to giue-abcount. XN. 
third, char he ounft-be purout off of- 
fitc. Theſe two: are in- the 5 \ 
ypcric. 


"The 
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"- _in Mr ogceGon of bis daunger mas, 


that he a gut Horny >. AT His 
place was good,wherin heltued wel 
and his maſer kind, vptobim,'thar 
had preferred him well His own de- 
fault bred his auerthrow. And;this.s 
a truthgenercally holding mall men, 
that they onelyighue rhe o56ahon of 
their owne hurt. 


placed hmm in Paradiſe, and gauching 
the fruits.of thegarth,ard rherree of 
life inthe wigddeſt of the gardey;and 
dotumiion- oyer, the worked ,of his 
hands :. and withheld nothing from 
him, but the fruit of one <eec; for'the 
triall and.exerctfe of his obedience, 
Then-was men an cxcellene creature, 
and truly happie through the-gpod- 
nes of God toward hin, And. byno 

meanes can mans hurs-be Apputey 

ynto God. 


? God created man glewey and 


Bur you will ay, che enuious Di- Obie. 


vell tempted our feſt parents, and 
drewthem into the courſe that bred 


their vpdoing,and lo the Digeljang 


not man,guilye of manspurt@-. 
| B 3 Not 
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by che divell;'rhar he ſhoofg not 
bee of his owne fall, For hee 
to haue-conrenrted himſelfe 
with thartha God hadatlowed him, 
«nd hot co hauca vito exceb. 
lencie of ktiowledpe like God, And 
hreoughtto have beleeted God that 
ſaid,chowſhalt dje,and notto have di. 
ſtrufted (God, and eredited the Scr 
pencebar laid; tontraric to God, thog 
wet dje. He oughtto ligne obeled 
his Creator, that had faid vnto him 
as rouchingthe tree of knowledge of 
pod and cuill, 2how'fb/t wor exte of 
ook either the fatrerie of an ene- 
mie, or the counſell arid example of 
his wife,or the 1tudgeinent of his own 
eye, Thus otght hetohane' dene:and 
if thus he had done, the enuieof Sa- 
tan could'not have hurt him, and he 
ſhould ſtil] haue Roode mm his firſt 


ha , 

"26 his ambition that would bee 
like God, bis infidelitie to diſtruſt 
Fro and 'his diſobediencerei 


nan cinnr exe ine | 
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} dGintour,homan falleth into deſtruc- 


\ditared murther, God faid Gen.4.7. Gen.4.7 


ſonnet hide his face from you, that he will 


vwpon man, und ypon alt hi 

tie, m his lvines, guilcie together with 
him. And man gaue occafion of his 
ownedecay in his firſt and great de» 
Cay. 

And finee the couenant of grace, 
and promiſe of the womans ſecde, 
thac ſhould craſhthe Serpents head, 
fence the reſtitution of man, and re- 


icof Gods fauour, by the Me> 


tion,bat by his own voluntary rranſ- 
greſzion.Forcaen rnto lowring Cain 
whe his countenance was calt downe 
againſt his brother,and his heart me- 


If thow doe well, ſhalt thox not be accep- 

ted? and if thou deeſt not well, ſinne lieth 

at the deore.Thertore man is not hurt 

of God, but of himſelte,and periſheth 

not but by his owne default. Tour #n- | 
quities (ſaith Efay.5 9.2. )bawe ſepara E/ay.59.2. 
ted berweene you and your God,and your 4 
#6theare. And in Tere. g.12. it is thus terew, g. 12. 
written:Who « wiſe to underſtand this? 

B 4 and 
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on periſh; and 4s burnt vp lik @ wit 
p py that nonepaſſetb nt 
the Lord ſaith, becauſe they bune forſa- 
ken my law,which 1 ſet before them, and 
hagxe not obeyed my wvoyce, neither wal- 
hed thereafter, but fm walked after 
the ſtubbornues of their owne.beaxt and 
after Balimsgwhich their fathers t 
them. Therefore thus ſaith; the Lov 
boſtes,t#he God of ] wm behold 1 
feede this people with wormewaod', and 
giue themwaters of gall 1o-drinkg. Twill 
ſcatter them alſo among, the heathen, 
whom neither they nor- their fathers 
han knowne, and r. will ſend a ſword af- 
ter them, till I haue conſumed them. S0 
that from whence-ſo-cuer mans de- 
ſtruQtion commetrh, God giuingor- 
der for it, and Gods creatures doing 
executio,yert the occaſion cuer com- 
meth from man himſelfe ; without 
whoſe offence, neither would God 
commaund, neither ſhould his crea- 
tures execute any cull ypon man: 
for when the wazes of a man pleaſe 


Jhall declere. #hy dath the 


A 


the 


-—” —— 


| / 


$0:begr peacexvith juan. © 

And" as for idfcxiour Jomages, 
bars; and hjndrances receiuedfrom 
men, that cither of cnuie ſeckei our 
yadoivg,or of amalicious nature de- 
fire to doe. hprt,cowhom wee-bauec 
giuen no-cauſe of ſuch ewll dealing 
withys, and inthe teftimohic ofgut 
conſcience arc not guiltie of che des 
' ſpite and hurt choy doe vs. 1: 5:17 

As forchefe things, wee ard toiyn- 
derſtand,that as they. are daneby:the 
minilteric of mengſothey areorde- 
red by the prouidence of God. And 
though wee: hauegtuen nd occation 
tothe 1aſtrument,yet webaue gueri 
it to him that-dwettcth: the 1nſtru- 
ment.For though thou baſt guienno 
occaſion to the theefegthatrobbeth 
thee by the-bigh way, eo'the-drpn- 
kard, that:ratketh ypot thee the 
ſteeeres;to the falſe ſcruanr,thatrun» 
ncth away with thy goods;totheen« 
vious man, that, &.offended. at: no+ 
thing elſe , but'thy ' roſpertnic and 
well doing; 5 as gauic'no 0Ced- 
fion 


* Snordcher vill makehicoemit Pron, 16.97 © 


on Wd. 6G. ou! Y IT. Ales "a —— , 
s = ys, 8 *w EY C ” - þ 4 4 
F.) | fionto Abſolowto rebel againſthity, - 


ID 
a baſt gi Ightic God the 
direor, good occaſion to ſifre-vp 
againſt chee theſe inſtruments of eliy 
hurt: as Dazid had giuen God, by his 
ſinne1n the matter of Y7iab,iuſt cauſe 
to ſtirre vp thoſe cnetuics aguynſt 
him :and fo thouart the occafion of 
thine owne hure; * 
But if thou haue walked vprightly 
withGod, and dealtiuſtly and kind- 
ly with men, and neither giuen hea- 
uen nor earth iuſt occaſion of of- 
fence:;bur the diuell of cnuic maketh 
ſaite, and God for thy criall grueth 
leaue,and then wicked men without 
cauſe are ſer on worke, and thou art 
vexcd on euery fide, in thy name,in 
thy | 99> y children, in thy bo- 
ic, by railings, {landers, robberies, 
wounds, and ſuch other indigniries. 
In this caſe,asthou thinkeſt tharthou 
haſt giuen-no occafionto be thus e- 
uill intreaced : ſoknow, that all this 
evill intrcatie ſhall be no hurt yneo 


long 


L 


thee: as /ob in the eade, aftcr ſome * 


found himeifebondihed, 
not hurt by all his ſufferings Fer Pe 


—_ vs, 1.Pet, 1.7, that tht trial 1.P4.1.7. 


-—7 poges that is more pretions then 
w_ that periſheth, ſhall Ag found wvnto 
fe and hononr and plorie, at the 
Et g of Itfſns Chriff. And that 
which maketh to thy praife and ho. 
nour and glorie, - the triall of e - 
re and prectousfaith,as all thy fi 
/ ferings do,that muſt not beeſteemed 
/ hure, but # benefit ynto thee; eſpe» 
cially conſidering thar the end of thy 
rebukes ſhall be glorie with God, the 
end of thy lofles treaſures in heaven 
when, having firſt ſaffred with Cheift 
here,we ſhall after be glorified wich 
him in his kingdome, No hurt there- 
fore groweth to man, bur whereof he 
x9 occaſion himſelfe, Asthe 
eward in this place grew 1nto dan« 
ger by his owne defaulr, waſting his 
maſters goods, | 
Thus much of the occafion of his 
daunger. Now let ys confider of his 
er. Thereof ate diners degrees, 
droge degree (in this firft verſe) 


was 


goods:Miſpending our health inayii- 


marths: be mar cruel this mafer, p_ 
that he waited bus goods 
And wee allo waſte, our maſters 


tonnes,our ſtrength 1a violence, ous 
wiſledome1n decciuing, our authori- 
as in [noppren ins quy. riches in. rjog 
wy 


wickednefle, our knows 
ge vnto pride, and almoſt all. the 
gifrs. of God ynto. the. latisfying 
our awne laſts,aduancing our owng 
praile, 4 WBNENUng our OWNe gaine; 
not: ſeckingi the-gloxic of God,'nar 
the good 4; our brother, Like.to the 
ſcruantin the Golpell,that did ſmite 
 hisfellow-ſcruants,and did cate and 
drinke with the drunken:'And like 
to tac prodigall ſonne, that waſted 
his goqds withriotous lining. And as 
there-were acculers that informed a- 
gainſtthis ſteward, ſo. there will, be 
accuſers that wall informe agaynſt 
Vs. 
In _Common-wealths well gouer- 
ned there hauc alwaies been allowed 
informers and acculers, to bringts, 


hght the offences of the people, thax 


reformation 


% 


_— 


-mbimeripacini ht bee had.. Inithe < | 


Common-wealth-of the Tfraclies; 
this was looked: vnto, that no-man 


ſhould accuſe falſely ; for thas was 21.19.16. 


puntſhableimtheaccuſcr: Otherwiſe 
was lawfull amongthemto accule. 


Sothemanthavgathercd ſtickeron xwns.rs. 


rhe'Sabborth 'day was dereftcd,; and 


tho man that blaſphemed the name £24.15 
| JOEL * which wereſtoned:in 


the wildernefſe, Among vs; beſides 


/ tle cammontibercie,and charge al- 


ſopiyen: torall men, to reueale; and 
nor'to\keepe'ſecret ſome offences; 
there-are appoynted alſo informers 
and ſwornc queitmen, temake-in- 
viric and report; Which ofhces, if 
hey were: rcligoullic perfourmed,; 
were. moſt profitable ro the kings 
dome. | 
 Andeuen ſ6/js1t inthe kingdome 
of-God; hee hath'bis inquifrorsand 
informers, $0 giue knowledge; and 
to accuſe, if his ſtewards doc watt 
ki goods, 1 uw 
.. Firſt: Satan will accuſe thee; who 
iscalledrhe:accuſer of rhe brethren, 
Ras. ' __ Reueb 


16b.1.1, 


o Reuel: r 10: When the 


's, Cthatis, cake away his an gs: 5) 


gon,/the: old Serperit, called the Di» 
uvell,and Satan, was'caſt out of hea« 


; - - yen, voyce was heard, ſaying, Now 


GEE none thand 
the king dome of our God, and the power 


 thren is caſt downe,which accuſed the 


before viir God, day 4nd night, The 
bloud of thelambe,and by the w 


# Saidts doe nbeantby cheat 
oftheirteſtimonic : Yet is be: a molt \ 


bitter accuſer, and-ho ispriuic toghe 
enils: thac thou haſt done, by whoſe 
ſuggeſtion chou haſtalſo done them. 
And hc haceth thee, defiring thy con» 
demnation.And being altar,and the 
facher-of lying, he will rather fallel 

accuſe thee of chat thou never tidg, 
then forbeare to ſpeake of that that 
thou haſt done, As appeareth 1n-the 
biftorie of 7eb, againit whom, when 
he could bring no- cuidenceof truth; 
bebroughra falſe furmiſe, ſaying vn 
to God, that if he would trereh out 
his band and couch all that Job had, 


{couch his bones & feſh, 
tha is affli him with paine and 
ſores and lickneſſes , [ob 
would blalp heme him to his face. 
Vacillthe time come, in the end of 
the world,that the diucll be caſt into 
the bottowlefle pit, he will not ceaſe 
toaccule " before God. L 4 
: But perhaps, you make | 
= wins God hath urs.ey in 
s law, that one witneſſe ſhall not pexe.17.6. 
} riſe vp againſt a man: and thatno 
man-be puniſhed vpon theteſtimo- 
, nie of one. And it may be further, 
that you thinke, againſt the diuels 
accuſations, to an{were and fay for 
your ſclues before God, that the di- 
uell is a lyar, and therefore in.no- 
thing to bee belecucd : and alſo a 
deadly cnemie ſecking your bloud, 
and ſpeaking of malice, and there. 
fore naotto be heard, Theſe indeede 
| ſceme good exceptions againſt him, 
Let vstherefore (ce, if there bee noe 
| more accuſers then this one, And al- 
y fo if there bee not ſuch, as againſt 
whom no exception can be made. 
S | There 


D— x 


© no replic: This conſciehee; this heare? 
afd the thoughts TheredFi will decals 


ARTIE 


DS wits of cfecin hine” dias N, 
eart, ,but ads ny arm LORu 

caib caſt ( eo. | 

ed {nd tho ncRthe lofts whee 

hay drheevpto'thelatereut 
feedesZaiid thine oivne conſcience} 
pigs is LT then 'athoufad 
iictiefes;\ becauſe it inioynethy | h- 
lente HOI | { and” pertmitee 


thee, and will informe han, thee. 
AS Pin! readhetirfaying,R om:2.7p *ÞF' 
When the Gentiles which hate not the 
Ia idor by nature the things cortatried 
tnthelaw;they Buwing not the law, ava 
Lev ihtethemſoles; Thich ſhew the ef- 
felt of the' law' written in their hearts, 
their conſtienot atfo bearin wither and 
their thoughts. aecmſn ng one anothey of 
zxcuſ/rg. When ren haae done wall 
according tothe law, thar thoughty 
excuſe them.” When they haue done 
euil] againſt thelaw, their choughts 
aceuſe them. This conſcience and 


thelp atcufing- choughrs are that 
booke ff 


» 


-- © booke ſpoken ofRenel. 20. r 2.where 


Tobalaieh:[ ſas the dead both preat and 
ſmall and before God, and the bookes 
were opened, and another books was ope- 
ned, which ts the booke of life, and the 
dead were indged of thoſe things, which 
were written in the bookes, according to 
"their workes. The booke of life is the 


©, Tegiſter of heauen, containing the 
« ames of Gods cle&. The other 
| aro that were opened, wherein 


their workes were ſcene, were the re- 
giſters of their conſciences, then laid 
open before Gods tudgement ſeate. 
So that now we haue found two wit- 
nefles, anditwo accuſers, to come 
foorth againſt vs,the diuetrhat pro- 
noked, and thine owne conſcience, 

rue to-thy finne. And againſt this 
cond accuſer no exception to bee 
taken, when thine owne heart ſpea- 
keth 1n thine owne cauſe. 

There are yet more accuſers. The 
very finnes-which thou haſt commit- 
red ſhall accuſe thee, yea alreadie 
long fince hauc accuſed thee. For ſo 
ſoone as thoy commirreſtchem,therr 
crie aſcendeth yp into heduen, they 

T C appcarc 
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andthe remembrance\ of theta re- 
maincth ynto'iudgementyexceptby 
repentance;and faith in the bloud of 
Chrit they bedone away. God faith 
to Cain, GEn.4. 10, The woyce. of thy 
brathers blond crieth unto mefrom 
ground. Hee faith vnto eAbraham, 
Gen.18. 20.7 he crie of Sodowme and 
Gomorrah is great , and their = 
exceeding griewons, That is,their gries 
uous ſfinnes cric alowd 4n my earcs 
againſt them, Elay,s 9.verl,12.1nhis 
complaint the ,Propher hath theſe ! y 
words : Our tranſgreſſions are many 
befare thee, and our ſins teftifie againſt 
vs. And [ames 5.3 .the Apoſtle faith: 
Your gold and ſiluer t5 cankred, andthe 
ruſt of them ſhall be a witnes againit 
70u, and ſhall eate your-fleſh as it were 
fire. Yau haue heaped wp treaſures far 
the laſt daies. Behold the-hire of the la« 
bogrers, mbich haue reaped your fields 
(which is of you kept backs by fraud) 
crigth,and the cries of them which haut 
reaped, are entred into the eares of the 
Lord of hoſigs.Al chele-places of ſcrips: 
ture teſtifie;, that our fianes by ys 
COIN= 


© cominitted doe accuſe vs, and they © 

» Tremaine cuuidence vport, record as 
gainſt ys,to conmnce vstohaucbin 
waltfull ſtewards: And their mouth 
(accuſing vs) cannot be ftopped,bur 
by ſpecdieconnerfion yrto-God.. 

And of theſe witnefics and accu- 
lers, aclowde, a tempeſt;an arnue, 
yea a world 1s aſcended vp againſt ys 


A "_ | Hi God, and' hath cried out and 
doth againſt vs. Intnite propha- 
| { nations of bolic things, the propha- 


nation of Gods holyname,of his ho= 
| ? ly Sabboths, of hisholy:word,of his 
" holy Sacraments, of his tholie reli» 
gion: :Jnfinite: wrongs: and inturtes, 
whale euery one defraudetbanother, 
oppreficth! another ,.avd fpoyleth 
another. Infinite cxcefſes 1nwanton- 
nes, vacleannes,and pride,in furfer- 
ting; drunkennes and idlencs,-and 
other 6ur infinite finnes. Whecreof 


| the Prophet ſaith for bis part, that 7/a/.zo.rw 
his ſinnes were more1n numberthen = 

the hazres of his head, And we may 

4 " wellfay forourparts,thart our linnes 


are more in number then the ſtarres 


"&* of hcaurn, then the ſand on thelca 
S 2 4 ſhore, 
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egun, and-ceaſe nor ſtill with'open 
crie ro accuſe ys,to be wafters of our 
maſters goods:and yet we areſecure, 
as if nonedurſt once open hismouth 
againſt vs. And what canſtthou cx- 

2 againſt theſe accuſers, when it 
ſhall appeare that they are thy ini- 


quities 2 | 


There is yet another actuſer mob 


faithfull and moſt incorrupt, whom 
no mans greatnes can maketofeare, 
nor any mans gift blind, thac ſhall 
both accuſe andicondemne,doing al 
things both with truth and with au- 
thoritic,and that is the word:of God, 
both written and ſpoken, The word 
andreftunoniewhich we haue heard 
ſhall ceſtific againſt vs, that we haue 
been better caughe, and would not 
amend. And the Prophets; Apoſtles 
and meſſengers ofthe Lord of hoſtes, 


that haue ſpoke vnto'vs in his name, 


ſhall come foorth and fay : We haue 
ſhewed ther the way wherein'they 
ſhonld walke,and they choſe ther 
to walke after: the tubbornnes of 
their owne heart, Icſus lairh yntothe 
_ Jewes, 


K 4 


BF 'Y 


),  JewegJob.5.45. Doe mot thinks that [ 
will accioſe yow unto my Father : there tc 
one that accuſeth you, enen: Moſes, in 
whons ye truſt. And loh.1 2.47. 1f 4 
114: heare my words, and beleene not, I 
indge him not : for I came not to indge 
the world, but to ſane the world. He that 
refuſeth me and heareth not my words, 

_ =o, hath one that indgeth him:the word that 

t Ithaxe ſpoken, it ſhall indge him at the 

j laſt day. Thus the word of God and 
his miniſters accuſe and condemne. 
ik 1 Which 1snot to be vnderftood as 

v f if Moſes and the other ſeruants of 


_— 
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God ſhould comefoorth in perſon to 
accuſe;or as if the word of God writ- 
ten or pronounced ſhould ſound out 
apainſt ys : but che remembrance 
thereof in our conſciences ſhall crie 
out againſt ys, and accuſe vs before 
God,to whom the f{ecrets of al hearts 
ſhall be manifeſt. When we ſhall ſay 
mm ourſclues and againſt our lelues, 
in ſuch a booke,leafe and chapter of 
«» F « the holy Scripture I read 1t, and ac 
ſuch a Sermon, in ſuch a place and 
time, and from the mouth of ſuch a 
miniſter of God I heard it deliuered 
C 3 with 
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BS confplintpened 
Gedling -and en ar-the hea- 
ripg of in. it. :ThatIſhould'not lrez nor 
blaj phemez not curſc, nor raile; nor 
ſpetke filrhilie 3 bur that I ſhould 
ſpeakethe crueth, and glonifie God, 
. and give boleſome and good coun- 
ſell to my »neighbour. And: that 1 
ſhould nor ſteale,nor couſin,nor de- uns 
cetue, nor oppreſle, nor vic fafe 
waights, nor packe wares deceitful- 
ly : » = glue my ſclfe to honeſt la» 
bour, and dealetruly in bargaining, 
and vie others,as I would hanethem 
vieme. And that I ſhould not delight 
in chambering and wanronnes, in 
fornication and ynclcannes , bur 
ſhould Keepe my veſlell -in holines 
and in honour,and my body chaſt as 
a cleane remple forthe holy Ghoſt, 
and ſhould vie the Jawfall comedic 
of honourable mariage, if the gift of 
continencie were wanting vnro me. 
And that Iſhould not be wrathfull, 
furious, cruell, finiting, wounding 
and killing: but ſhould be meekeylo- 
uing, and mercifull, helping by all 
meansto cheriſh and mairitaine life: 


And 


\ 
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feerinig;and drunkennes;confuroidg 

waſtfully Y ercathres of God, whicl 
others wine, and periſh for want of 
them; butthat I ſhould feed ſoberly, 
that my'very e#ing and drinking 


' mighet be tothe glorie'of God:&thar 


I ſhould/ breake my bread to the 
hungry,and rtfreſhthe thirſty ſoule, 
$56 that1 ſhould feare God, and flic 


 theluſts ofthe fleſh. Thar I ſhuld' call 
ypon God,&nottruſt in my wealth. 
| And ſhould nAifie his Sabboths, 


and lone the affemblics of hrs Saints, 
and ſerue God in ſpirit & truth. And 
whenlT read and heardtheſe things 
(which Tnow remember)Gods ſpirit, 
working together with his word,cold 
me,that theſe were the holtc rules of 
God: that in keeping of them there 
was great reward,and the contempe 
& breaking of them, was death borh 
of body and foule. And 1 did belecue 
and ackpowledge it to bee fo : and 
yer, like adeſperate wretch,retecting 
counſell and all warnings,l haue co- 
mitted all theſe euils. When wee re- 


member, and fpeake theſe things in 
"HS our 


a. EAR. 
MT 


Moſes and the Propherg,che Apoſtles 
andEuangelifts, whoſe, bookes wee 


have read;thenthe min of Ieſus 
Chriſt whoſe Sermos we haue heard, 
and the word of God written & pro- 
nounced which wee haye ſeene and 


Theſe will be your accuſers, O waſt- 
"Wo full coſumers of your maſters goods, 


your time, your facuſjics, members 
and houres, your dignities, goods, 
offices,and qualities, otherwiſe then 
Fo the Lord, whoſe ſtewards you are, 
hath giuen you in charge. The digell 
that hath bin a prompter and intiſer 
ynto you,hateful and lying, that wil 
adde ratherthen omit : Your owne 
harts and conſciences, priuic to your 
ſinnes, conſenting to them, and oft 
times alſo prouoking: Your ſins and 
aAtualltranſgreſſions, that remaine 
witneſſes in recorde of your miſled 
lives: and laſtly, the word of God 
that hath called you vnto better 
waics, and often warned youto take 
heede, 
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heard,theſe do accuſe ys before God: 


that abuſe your ſoules, your bodies, \ 


CIO hed G ey 


ba, | | a. 


 >—Y 


_—_—— " — . - 
- - 


"—— of EY = 
accuſed tohis maſterto 
his goods, we are asdeepe as he,if we 
walte as he: For we hauce many accu- 
ſers. What ſhall we ſaythento theſe 
things ? I know that there 1s nothing 
that maketh men more bold co fin, 
then ſþes ce/and;, hope to keep hidden 
ir doings. Which hope fooliſh 


1nners concclue, decciui them- 


i 


} ſelues, imagining thatthey all bee 


ableco keep their doings ſecret both 
fromGod & man, Such we readethe 
wicked mans conceitto be,Pſal.to.ar 
He hath ſaid in his heart, God hath for- 
/jotten, be hideth away bis face, and will 


/nexer ſee. They acknowledge a Iudge, 


and acknowledge a iudgement, yct 
ſin they boldly, ſuppoſing the Iudge 
ſhall not know it, nor they come to 
1udgement for it. For ſo we find their 
words reported to be,Plal.73.114bs 
doth know it ? or is there knowledge in 
the moſt high? They hope thattheir 
fins,ſecretly done;can by no meanes 
come to the knowledge of God; And 
hence doe they vic much cunning ;% 
hide 
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yaine is all that cunning; abdin 
vaineis allthat hope:God'wilteafily 
cometo the knowledge of al thy do- 
ings. He needeth no informer to ac- 
aint him, for hee beholdeth' all 
things. And (fillie man) that which 
thou thinkeft is done 1n ſecret, is 
done in the preſence, and before the 
eyes of God, who ſeeth in ſecret, tp 
whom the nighris bright day, & rhe 
darknes 1s cleere light; to whom the 
cloſet 15 as the wide fields, and thine 
heart lies open before him as a'vo- 
lume ſpred, Icrem. 2 3. 24. the Lord 
faith : Can any hide himſelfe in ſecret 
places, that [hall not ſee him, ſaith the 
Lord ? Doe not I fill beanen and earth, 
ſaith the Lord? Bat if the eye of the 
Lord could be ſhadowed with dark- 
nes & cunning dealing, if his know- 
ledge could be deluded by thy futrle- 
tics & (leighrs ; yer can it not be bur 
he muſt know all thy doings, thete 
are ſo many accuſers that wilt-not 
ſpare to report yhto him thy falſe- 
hood and wickedneſle, if thou waſte 
his goods. The diuell;thine own con- 
ſcience, 
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ted, and Gods word which thou haſt 
ſeene and heard. Therefore the ſafeſt 
way for vs, 1s to conſider firſt what 
goods our maſter hath committed 
vnto vs: then to inquire how hehach 
commaunded ys to vie thoſe goods: 
laſt of all, diligently and faithfully ro 
vſc them according to his order, that 
we may be out of danger of theſe dc- 
cuſers, Thus much of this firlt degree 
of the Stewards danger. And thus 
are wee now got ' through the firſt 
verſe of our text. 

And he called him,and ſaid unto him, 
How tit that I heare this of thee ? giue 
an account of thy ſtewardſhip for tho 
mait bee no longer —_E In the 
words of this yerſe there follow two 
other degrees of the Rewards daun- 
ger”; one that hee was called to ac- 
count :the other,that he muſt be put 
oat of ofhce, But before the words 
noting theſe ſteps of his danger, there 
1s recorded a Gecks that the maſter 


2auc his Reward in theſe words : He 
called him, and ſaid vnto him, how « it 
T heare this of thee ? Firſt let vs confi- 
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the further degrees of his d 
called him, and ſaid viite him, how i; it 
that T heare thiz of thee? In this man- 
nermaſters and Lords are notwont 
to ſpeake vnto their ſtewards, but 
when they heare of ſome diſorder in 
them, that they hauc not behaued 
themſclues fo diligently and faith- 
fully as they ought to doe, nor as 
ſwered the cxpeCtatio of their Lords, 
And they are wordes of rebuking, 


reth the diſpleaſure of the maſter, 

- and wherein he giueth acheck ynto 
hisfalſe ſeruant.And this check doth 
teach vs , in what ſort waſtfull ſte. 
wards, that is wicked men, ſhall be 
intertained whe they come into their 
maſters preſence, The faithfull ſte- 
ward that looketh to his maſters or- 
der, andthe good ſcruant that vſeth 
well the talent commurted vnto him, 
1s intertained with words of kind- 
nes,that giue comfort and gladnesto 
the hearers. Mat.25.21.1t 5: well done 
ſerinant and faithbfull, theu haſt bin 
ithfull in little, I will make thee ruler 
$4322 ouer 
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Andin the ſame chap. verſ. 3 4.Come 
yee bleſſed of my father, inherit yee the 
kingdome prepared for you fro the foun- 
dations of the world. Thele are words 
of comfort, able roraiſe vp cuen fro 
the gate of hell. And with ſuch words 
arc good ſcruants and faithfull ſe» 
wards intertained into their maſters 

efence. For wiſedome, dcxcteritie, 
truth, and fidclitie deſcrue fauour, 
praiſeand reward; But when the ſte» 
ward Iookerh not to' his maſters or- 
der;but proucth waſtful : and when 
the ſeruant yſcth.not his maſters ta-+ 
lent (&&ft with him)well, but prouerh 
riotous, they are worthic to be in- 
rertained with rebpkes: for neglis 
gence, falſchood, diſorder and riot 
deſcrue diſpleaſure z anger, rebuke 
and puniſhment. Therefore doth 
God fay'ynto the witked,. thattake 
his.couenant in their mouth:, and 
know well al the orders of his houſe- 
hold,and yer hatcto bee reformed, 
and caſt his commaundements be« 
hinde, them, making themſelues. fel- 
lowes to thecucs, and Aw 
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fully, and Jeckwarte cucn wit who 7 Y, 
brethren) vncharitably.: vat them * 
God faith, Pſalm.5 0.21. Theſethings 
thou haſt done, and I held my tongue, | 
therefore thou thanghteſt that [was tths 
theerbut I will reprowe thee,and ſet them 
(thatis thy ſins) in order-before thee; 
Surely thouglthecewll ſteward, was 
{ting his maſters goods, be long ip —_ wW 
red and borne'with, in the ain 
of his maſter,and inioycth 23 
as1the inioyedal fauour, yet let big 
know;'that wher-his maſter 1 anten» 44 5 
dethito looke intorhis doings, athis 
firftappearinghe muſt looke to bre 
iereaimed wirhwords of heauicre- 
proofe;” Confiderthe caſe ofthernde 
gueſt; char came yntothe wedding, 
without a'wedding'garment which 
ſhadowerh 'vnto ys the caſe pf all 
choſethar. deale-not vprighely fand 
fairhfully with GodiThe King eſpied 
him amon gtheguelts, and laid ynto 
bir; Marth. 22, 12.Friend, how came#t 
rhon is hither and haſt not on awedding 
garment? 'As if hee ſhould fay, thou 
reve and contemptuous man, bow 
w 
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'*"- -wtthou bold withoural reverence | 


rocomethus into my houſe, and to 
dihonour me-with this thy ſordid 
filthines ? Thus will God checke the 
vnfaithfull, as hee doth here his ſte- 
ward, ſaying, How it that [ heare 
this of thee ?. And the waight of this 
checke,who is able rocſteeme?much 
leflctobeare.. At thyrebake O God of 
Ige0b (1aith the Prophet,Plal.76.6.) 
both the chariot and the. horſe are ca#t 
afleepe ; thon,enen thou art tobe feared: 
and who ſhall ſtand in thy ſight when 
thou art angrie? Yea, the rebuke of 
God caſtcth downe to hell ,- And 
therefore the Archangel, that ſtroue 
with the diuell about. the bodie of 


Moſes,faid vnto him, The Lerdrebuke I«de g. 


thee:as knowingthatwould be ſufh+ 
cient. Oh conſider this; youthar fhill 
are waſting : that in time you may 
afſcnd things, and bee recetued of 
hum with words of conifort,and not 
with rcbukes_ at your appearing; 
Thus much of the:rebuke giuen the - 
vnivuſt ſteward in theſe words, How's 
it that 1 heare this of thee? 


' Gine an acconnt of thy ſtewardſhip, 
| for 


odds wajfbr ar layer Foodhth 
cuſation wenr before the rebuke:ex- 
amination and condemnation fol- 
low after ir. Examination 1n theſe 


fvip. Conderanation1nthe next : For 
thoumaiſt be no longer ſteward. Which 
are the two further" degrees of his 
dangerin this verſe, But let vs confi- 
derchem aparr. Ph 
Giue an arcount of thy Ls 
Rebuking him in his anger whomhe 
meantte deprive of his officeyhe firſt 
requireth an account of him,ahd wil 
notpur him out till he baue ſaid and 
ſhewed what he can for his innocen- 
' cte-Lervs(Ipray you)learne thelike 
' -moderation,to doe nothing vpor 4« 
ny accuſation, till the partie accuſed 
hath given account of his doings, 
and ſaid and ſhewed whart he can for 
his defence, If Potiphar had vſed:this 
moderation, hehad notwronged'/o- 
, nouks varunys if Daxid had vicd 
is 
ged 


moderation,:he'had not wron- 
-gdod: Mephiboſerh fo much. Nia 
chodemms ſaith, loh.7.51. Doth onr law 
indge a man before it heare him, and 
"in A COSI 


words, Gine an account of thy ſtewayd- 
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Anowwhathe hath done? Surely the lan 

Y, of God,andcuery law agreeabletothe 
law of God,giueth leaue tothe accuſed 
parrie to bring in his account, and 
make his defence, 

Gine an account of thy ſtewardſhip.Men 
call cheir ſeruants to account, and fo 
doth God his. Mar. 1 8. 23. Therefore «& 
the king dome of beauen likened vnto a cer- 
taize king which would takg account of his 
ſernants, In which parablc and diuces 
, others Chriſt ſheweth vs, that ſurely 

God will call ys to a reckoning for his 
{} | gifts andtalents committedto vs. For 
| whe God ſendeth a man into the world 

adorned with his gifts,or beſtoweth his 
gifts when hce hath ſent himyhe doth 1c 
ro this end,that for thoſe gifcs he ſhuld 
giue account when he departeth out of 
the world. Therfore is God in his king- 
dome compared ynto a Noble man, 
that went intoa farre countrey, to re- 
ccluea kingdomeand to come againe, 
and art his departing called his ſeruants 
and delivered vnto them his goods, 
with charge to occupie vntall his re- 
turne, that then hemight reckon with 
”* them. That departing intoa far coun- 
D neYz 
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mong his ſcruants, is nothing elſe but 
the ſending of. vs 1nto the world with 
his gifts, where we as ſtrangers arefarre 
remoued fro him, As the Apoſtle faith, 
. 2.Cor.5.6.Wheles we are at home.in the 
body we are abſent from the Lord. And his 
returneto take account of his ſeruants, 
is nothing els batour appearing before 
him in death;, after which followeth 
iudgement , vpon the account giuen 
and receiued.God therefore will call vs 
toareckoning, and all men muſt deli- 
uer in their account. Heare this all of 
you; hearken to it cuery one: let no 
man decciue himfclfe, We muſt allgrie 
accountthe Apoſtle ſaith 2.Cor.5.10, 
We muſt all appeare before the indgement 
ſeate of Chriſt that enery man may receine 
thethings which are done in his bodie, ac- 
cording to that behath done, whether it be 
good or exill. All muſt appeare, account 
muſt þec giuen, and wdgementmuſt 
followaccordingly.And no age,no ſex, 
no condition of life ſhall be excinpted. 
Enery age, ſex and condition- hath his 
proper priutleges : but all and cuery 
onc1s bound to this, to giueaccount 
vnto 


"WE" Into God. No age is cxempred Talabe 


and children muſt account. The infants 
of Amalech, and the rude children of 
Bethel were examined, wdged & (laine 
for their wickednes. Young men and 
maidens muſt. For to that age Salomon 
 faith,Eccleſialtes i 1.9.Revoyce O young 
mann thy youth,and let thine hart cheere 
thee inthe daies of thy youth, and walke in 
the waies of thine heart, and in the ſight of 
thine eyes:but know that for al theſe things 
God wil bring thee to indgement.Old men 
and aged perſons muſt, All arc y=_ cO- 
gether 1n that ſpeech of /eremy,ſaying : | 
1 am full of the wrath of the Lord: I am 0.6.11, 
wearie with holding it : [ will powre it 2nt 
vpon the children in the ſtreet,and likewiſe 
vpen the aſſemblie of the yong men: for the 
huſband ſuall be enen taken with the wife, 
and the aged with him that us full of dates. 
And Helies age could nor excuſc him, 
but he accounted for his negligence, 
Neicher hath che ſex more priuilege 
then the yeeres : for the woman with 
the man muſt giue account, becauſe 
the woman with the man 1s betruſted 
with the gifrs of God; And vato the 
woman as well as vnto the man hath 
| T ; D 3 God 


hane'chemſelues in bis ſeruice. When 
Panlcommandeth Titzs in his ſermons 
ro the people, to ſpeake the things that 
become holeſome deArine : hewilleth 
him to exhort old women, Tit.273;that 
they be tn ſuch behaniour as becommeth 
bolines, not falſe artuſers, not 'ginen to 
much wine, but teachers of bones things, 
that they may inſtrutt the yong women 0 
b- ſober minded,that they lowe their buſ- 
bands, that they loue their children, that 


they be diſcreete, chaſt, keeping at home,” 


good and ſubiett vnto their huſyands, that 
theword of God be not exill ſpoken of. Thus 
doth God ſer downe rules and orders 
in his houſe vnto women. And in exa- 
mining,tudging and puniſhing ſuch as 
be found faulcie,he paſſeth not by the : 
for the women of Moab, that intiſed 
the ſonnes of 1racl to fornication and 
idolarric, were deſtroyed cuery one of 
them; the ſex therfore in this cafe hath 
no priutlege, and both men and wo- 
men muſt give account, 

Neither is there greater immunitie 
in the condition then in the ſex. For 
the King together with his ſubieRs,the 
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nourable Judge together with the peo 
ple, the Capraive- rogether with his 
ſouldiers, the Lord-together with-his 
tenants, the malter together with' his 
ſcruants ,- the rich together with-the 
i, and the free together with the 

ond, muſt all come to account with 
God. Ifany ſort and condition ſhould 
be freed, the infertour ſort of ſubieRs, 
k > As people, of fouldiers, of tc- 
nants, of ſeruanrs, of poore men,and 
bond men ſhould be freed, ratherthen 
Kings, Nobles, Indges, Captaines, 
Lords,Matters,rich men,and free men, 
For Luk.1 2.48. our Sauiour faith, To 
whomſoener much 15. ginen , of bins ſhall 
much be required: and to whom men com- 
mit much, of him the more will they aske: 
As we doe rather yrge them to come to 
account with vs, that haue in their 
hands of ours many pounds,then thoſe 
that haue but a few pence. But it 18 cer- 
eaine that al both great and ſmall muſt 
give account. For the dutics cuen of 
Kings, ludges & great men 1s ſet down 
inthe word of God, as well as the du- 


ties of fubieRs, meancand poorement 
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ged and'puniſhed- in the day of Gods 
viſitation, as well as meanc men, \The 
Kings of Sodome and Gomorr 
riſhed with the people : and Ph 
was drowned with his ſeruants.”' And 
howſocuer in this world the difference 
is-great betweene the great and the 
ſmall, yer co God they are all one; his 
ſcruants and his ſtewards, and all pgg- 
e,of whatſocuer age, ſcx or condi- 
tion they be,muſt giue account. 
.”* 'Heare this I pray you, and beguile 
not' your ſelues : you muſt all giue ac- 
count:and woetothe faulty. Youmuſt 
giueaccount how you haucruled,and 
woe vnto tyrants. You muſt giue ac- 
count how you haue obeyed, and woe 
ynto rebels. You muſt giue account 
how you haue vied ſuperiour dignitic, 
and 'woe vntothe proud. And how you 
haue borne your low eftate,and woe to 
the ennious. You muſt giue account 
how you haue vſed riches, and woe to 
them that haue ſet their hearts ypon 
them. And how you haue borne-your 
uertie, and woe ynto murmurers; 
ou mult giue account of your _ 
an 
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rupted your vnderſtanding with or- 
rours,and haue refuſed to be 1nlighte- 
ned with the truth :thathaue inclined 
your will yntoeuill, and haue refuſed, 
when you were called, to turne backe 
vnto goodnes, Here all your delights, 
PEEIIOY and thoughts ſhall be 
rought ro remembrance. You muſt 
yu account of your bodies,that haue 
ecayed your health with ſurfers, your 
irength with fornication , that haue 
our mebers maimed through braules 
and fraies,that haue made more recko- 
ning ofthe beautie of the face, then of 
the glorious comelines of the well atti- 
red inward man, that haue wantonnes 
and enuie in your eyes; lying,(lander, 
and blaſphemic in your tongues;bloud 
andſpoyles in your hands. You muſt 
gluc account allo of your time, which 
ſome of you haue loſt in (lceping,fome 
in playing,ſome 1n purſuing pleaſures, 
riches and honours, in the meane while 
negleing the work of the Lord:ſtan- 
ding idle: all day long in the markers 
place, taking great paines to ferue the 


diuell, the world, and the luſts of your 
"'D 4 fcſh, 


eleventh houre,to do any ſeruice there. 
How many ſpend a ſummers day, and 
dee-not the good of an houre? How 
many ſpend a whole yeerc,and doe not 
the'good of a day 2 How many ſpend 
their whole age, and doe not the good 
of a yeere? andgrow old in yeeres, re- 
maining yorg in knowledge, and are 
come hoarcheaded to the graue, a 
ynderſtand not the myſteric of their 
Baptiſme. For all theſe things all muſt 
giue account, and woe to waſtfull ſte- 
wards!Heare this(I pray you)that haue 
the precious riches of God in occupy- 
ing, and take heede of waſting, and be 
carefull, both of the tocke and of the 
ine: for the time will come when it 
ſhall be faitd vnto you, as it was here 
faidvnto the ſteward, Gize an account 
of thy ftewara/brp. 
* ,»>We fooles thinke our ſclues. Lords, 
and are but fcruants: and thinke our 
ſelucs frecholders,and arc but Rewards 


and bailifes. VVhatſocuer is in-our * 


hands, wee thinke it to bee our owne : 
and haue learned without booke, and 
without 
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; © without vnderſtanding alſo, that texe | 


of Scripture,Matth.: 0.1 5.15 it not law- 
full for me to doe as I will with mine owne? 
when as wee haue not a peny of our 
owae, no not a minute of tune, to caſt 
away and waſte atour pleaſure.Bur we 
are the Lords, and all wee haue is the 
Lords, ang wee muſt one day giue ac- 
count. Thus much of this ſecond de- 
ce of the ſtewards danger. 

or thou maiſt be no longer ſteward. In 
theſe words is y laſt degree of his dager, 
to loſe his ſerutce,and to be turned out 
of ofhice.Infimit are the things that God 
doth berruſt ys withall, whilewe are1n 
this world, wherin he proucth our fide- 
lity.Some are outward things, as king- 
domes, offices, riches, houſes, lands, 
friends, children, ſcruants, and fuch 
like, Some in a ſort are proper tothe 
bodie,as health, ſtrength, beautic,agi- 
litic,long life,with foode and cloathes, 
which wee yſe to ſuftaine thoſe other 
things in the body withall.Some things 
pertaineto the ſoule,as dominion ouer 


 thebodicin the vic of all themembers 


thereof, ſenſe, ynderſtanding, memo- 
rice, will, affeQions,wiſcdom; and other 
vertues, 
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Artes , tongues, hiſtorics and other 
things , together with the graces of 
Gods holy ſpirit;as knowledge of God 
in Chriſt, faith, louc,humilitie, with all 
the branches of true regeneration; Of 
theſe things many are tranſicorie, and 
ſeruc wi to tranſitorie vſes, as the 
outward things, and the things of the 
bodie : ſauing that after the reſurgg- 
Qtion, vnto the bodic, raiſed vp out 

ofthe duſt of the carch, many things 

ſhall be reſtored, better then now they 

are. Inthe meane while, kingdo:nes,ri- 

ches,and all outward things decay and 

come to nothing. And in the body alla, 

ficknes taketh away healch, much la- 

bour ſpendeth ftrengrh,age chaungeth 

beauticinto wrinckles, and the graue 

taketh away life and all, 

The things of the ſoule, are cither 
naturall(therby 1meane al thoſe things 
that a natural man not regen erate may 
attaine ynto) or ſpirituall (whereby I 
meane thoſe things that are giuen to 
the ſpirituall man, and which the natu« 
rall man ſauoureth not) things natu- 


rall cither faile or are chaunged. Alſo 
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ceaſe: for faith and hope, excellent 
graces of Gods ſanCtifying ſpirit, doe 
ccaſe, when the promiſes arc performed 
ynto vs, and we poſleſſc thethings that 
we hoped for. Theſe things that ceaſe, 
are ſometime taken away with Gods 
fauour,and withour their lofſe that loſe 
them, becauſe God otherwiſe recom- 

cech them. As fight was taken from 
Maetbis children and all his riches and 
health (for the time) from Job : and life 
from John the Baptiſt, While God et- 
ther trieth the faith and patience of his 
children here, or gathereth them vnts 
himſelte in heauen. Sometime they are 
taken away in Gods anger,andtotheir 
lofle that loſe them,while they arc 1wſt. 
ly ſpoyled of God for their wickednes 
and ynworthines. As the land was ta- 
ken from the Canaanites, when their 
finnes were growne to ripenes : the 
kingdom was taken from Sax/,becauſe 
he obeyed not the voyce of God : and 
the talent taken from the {louthfull ſer- 
uant,and he throwne into vtter dark- 
nes. And ſuch ataking away in anger, 
is that remouing rom lis Rewardlbip 
" at 


FO thatthewattfull fleward is threatned 
bo. withall in my text. When the Lord;that 
F had delivered his talcnts to his ſer- 
uants, was returned home, hee called 
them ail co account. They which had 
faithfully vicd their talcnts,and gained 
by their faithfulnes, to the honour of 
their Lord,thele for their labour recei- 
ued reward,and were put in truſt with 
better things,and entred into their 
ſers 1oy. This cran(lating into 1oy,was 
no depofing from their ſtewardſhip, 
(though they had no longer the occu- 
ying cf the firſt things)but a great in- 
arging of their libertic in their Lords 
houſe,'and an aduancement to a king- 
dome.. Bur the (louthfull ſeruant chat 
had hid his talent in the ground, and 
had gained nogloric vnto God by the 
yſe of his gifts, hee was ſpoyled of his 
talent, and caſt emptic into outward 
 darkncs,and that ſpoyling was a finall 
depoſing from his ſtewardſhip. Here 
then arc we taughr,that thole that doe 
waſte and miſpend the gifts of God, 
ſhall be depoſed : ſome ſooner, ſome 
later,arlength al, whoſceuer abnſe yn- 
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© things tharGod hath indued the with- h 
all. Ewill Kings ſhall be pulled out of 


cheir thrones, whither ambirioully, of- 
rentimes not withour perill and bloud 
they haue climed. Forit 1s written, He 
hath put downe the mightie from their 
ſeate. Euill rich men thall be ſpoyled 
of their riches, which tome radings 
times not without ſweate of body and 
cage of mind,they had heaped together, 
For 1t 1s written, He hath ſent away the 
rich emptie. Wiſedom, ingrafted by na- 
ture, increaſed by learning, made ſer- 
uiceable by experience, ſhall be taken 
away,when wicked men turne 1t into 
hurtful fraud : As it is written, Iob.5.13 
He taketh the wiſe in their craftines, and 
the connſell of the wicked is made fooliſh. 
So, all the gifts of the bodice, ſo all the 
powers of the mind. For to him that hath 
(thats, vſeth faithfully thae which hee 
hath) it ſhall be ginen,and he ſhall haue 
abundance : but from him that hath nor, 
(that 1s, miſpendeth that he hath) ſpall 

be taken away,euen that which he hath. 
The vineyard that bore wild grapes, 
ſpoyled of all defence, was laide wide 
open to be waſted, Efa.5.5. the fig =_ 
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no fruite, was curſed and withered a- 
way, Matth.21.19. The Husbandmen 
that ſent not vnto the Lord ofthe vine- 
yard, his fruite in due ſeaſon, were de- 
ſtroied,and the vineyard let forth to 0- 
thersMatth;21.41.Eucry tree that bea- 
reth not good fruite, ſhall bee hewen 
downe, and caſt intothe fire, Luk.3.9. 
And cuery fielde that drinketh in the 
raine that falleth yponit, and bearfth 
thornes and briars, 1s reproucd, and is 
neere yntocurſing, whole ende isto be 
burned, Heb.6.8. In plaine words,cue- 
ry one of you,that read and heare theſe 
words,and cuery child of man whatſo- 
euer, that 1s found vpon his or her ac- 
count, to haue waſted their maſters 
goods,ſhall be ſpoyled of all the graces 
and gifts of God,and thruſt emprtic,. as 
arcieRed ſeruant, out of Gods houſe. 
Let vsall then conſider this, and let e- 
uery onethinke ypon it, Weare Gods 
Stewards, and we haue many precious 
portios of his goods 1n vſc.Somethings 
1ncommon,ſfome things 1n priuate.We 
hauc abundance of peace, we haue ſuf- 
ficiency of wealth, we hauethe —_— 
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kent hog es, wee have a gracious 
Queene, and artes and ſciences flou- 
riſh among vs. Theſe are general, wher- 
in eyery man hath his part. And wee 
haue alſo cuery one our priuat prefer. 
ments. The condition of retayning 
them,is to be good Stewards.Efa.r.19. 
If ye conſent and obey,ye ſhall eate the good 
things of the Land: and a fure way of 
loBng al,is to be cuil Stewards,Efa.1.20 
But if yee refuſe, and be rebellious, ye ſhall 
be denonred with the ſword: for the month 
of the Lord hath ſpoken it. What then is 
to be done of ys? but that, whule eime 
yet permitteth,and whule1t 15 called to 
day, wee examine our accounts ; and 
where any thing is amiſle through our 
former negligence and riot, that wee 
corre it and amend it by repentance; 
and make ſpeede herein, not putting 
off from daye to daye, leaſt his wrath 
breake forth, and the ſentence irreuo- 
cable come forth : Thow maiit be no lon- 
er Steward. 

And let God haue his part ſet before 
himin holines : and ſer men have their 
parts performed tothem iniuſtice: _ 
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> mentothemt inmercie: and take oat 
| « * thine ownepartintemperanceand {g- 
brietie : and be ready alwaics to deliner 
the ſtocke and remainder intoGods 
hands, with a willing minde when hee 
ſhall require it. If thus we will become 
good Stewards atthelaſt,we ſhall with 
 Godsfauour ſtillholde our places: our 
Noble Queene ſhallreigne happely a- 
mong vs.: the kingdome ſhall flourith, 
the people ſhall proſper, and our peace 
ſhallbe continued, whereas otherwiſe 
al things will decay; for euill Stewards, 
that waſt the Lords goods, ſhall beac- 
cuſed, called to account, and turned 
out of office. Thus much of this 
part of this parable , con. 
taining the Stewards 
: aunger. 
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